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,“ TALIAN, BUT FOR AlL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, HE'S
, ACTUALLY. HE'S NCT ONLY GOT HIS BUSINESS

BEARINGS HERE, BUT SJ LSO TRYING TO .“Jl,*—h<'__o_3" iPUR A GIOBAL CITY
A

MANDYI SHARM

Timas MNaws Mabwork

oberto Mieddu, an [talian citizen, has been living in
[niia since 1956, He has been involved in designing
ani creating his own fusion architecture and interi-
ors for the past 20 vears, Currently, he is the Con-
sular Correspondent in Rajasthan for the Italian Em-
bassy in India. He has been staving in Jodhpur for
the past 17 vears and says he can't think of quitting
this sun-city, ever,

“Ifirst came to India in 1983, Twas a buver of fur-
niture at that time. Soon after, the guy [used to buy
the furniture from became my partner, and we start-
el a company in Jodhpur, with the main aim of ex-
port. When [ was just a buyer, [ was buying from In-
donesia and Thailand also, but India’s workmanship
is something different altogether and that is what
made me choose todo business from In-
dia. The art, culture and the talent in
Rajasthan are the things that attractecd

for so long, “Jodhpur is pivotal for my business, All
the artisans and craftsmen are here, All the carpen-
ters and everyhody who are an essential part of what
[ do, are here, It is a quiet and very likeable city. |
wiotld not have stayed here for 17 vears had [ not got
the Kind of company and support from the people of
Jodhpur that T have,”

With the support of various embassies, Roberto
founided the Centre for Performing Arts in Jodhpur
some time ago, The goal of CRN, as the company is
called, i= to bring artistes from around the world and
blend them with the local artistes of Rajasthan. 1
have a dream — [ want to make Jodhpur the ultimate
cultural destination for artistes around the warld.
More than a hundred thousand people are working
in the handicrafts sector here. They are dedicated
and now they know the value of their work, My wife
is al=o involved in the textile sactor here in the vil-

lages of Rajasthan. She gets block
prints done and work with me in

[talian, his buyer days started when he
was in America.

When Roberto choese to malke Jodhpur
his epicentre for usiness, he knew that
he wotld have to face some difficulties
as he came from a different culture,

me,” he explains. Though REoberto is an {) H

my other companies. she shares my

PEOPLE interests too, which is great. [ am
N sire ane day [will see my dream
ICRCE AKE come e, he savs.

Berto is still an Italian citizen,
; even if he has spent 17 years in In-
ATTER dia. “T have built a home for myself
TT 1S here in Jodhpur and for me India is

Yoz, initially when I started staving in A f ,_,\'|' avery dear country. They will have

Jodhpur 17 vears ago, things were dif-

ferent. There was a huge cultural differ- T
ence, The roaids, the cars, means «
munication and evervihing else v

to throw me out of here hecause
Y otherwise [am not going to leave

this country. I love it here! [ aman

'O\ T [talian, but if [ geta chance toap-

difficult to adjust to. When I was in CH \E ply for dual citizenship, then
Jodhpur, it was theera of trunk calls, ‘1 -5' *’ woittlad apply for Indian citizenship.
the ones that took a full day to connec A .’;_g D Actually, [do feel like an Indian af
VoLl o anvone out of the city yvou are 1iv- i ‘.\‘ i ‘?““.\“ ter S0 many vears spent hers,” he
ing in. But I must confess that in the FROM says with a smile.

last 10 vears, things have advanced very
quickly, A lot of changes have come T
about in the city, At that time, every-
thing was difficult to get used to - the
food, way of living and communicating with people,
and just living here - it was all very tough. Though
Jodhpur needs a lot more of advancement in terms
of infrastructure, ete, [ amhappy at the pace with
which it is advancing. But if yvou ask me if [ want to
change Jodhpur, T would say no. As compared to the
other cities, Jodhpur has retained its simplicity
the people are very nice, I have made some very g
friends here in these vears and theyv are very nice
anid caring pecple,” savs Roberto,

But having nice and friendly people is not the only
thing that maide Roberto choose to stav in this city

Roberto has a piece of advice for
,f‘x all the “first time firgnes" who come
to India. “The peopls whio come to
nidia for the first time should come
with an open mind. They might ook at the obwvious
negatives before looking at the positives — the dirt,
poverty and so or. But India - and especially Ra-
jasthan — is much more than all this. They should
pav special attention to the culture, which is sorich
and wonderful. And most importantly, pecple here
are happy, no matter what situation thev are in. They
do want to advance, bat they aren’t cribbing about
their current situation all the time. Rajasthan is in-
credible and we can learn a 1ot from Rajasthanis
tips that will keep evervone in the world happy ani
at peace,” he concludes,




